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Letter to the Editor

Vigilance and Photoprotection of the Scalp:
An Often-Neglected Site for Skin Cancer
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Dear Editor,

We have read with great interest the article by Macedo
et al., “Dermatofibrosarcoma Protuberans of the Scalp: Case
Report”, which was recently published in Revista Brasileira de
Cirurgia Pldstica’ The authors should be congratulated for
reporting a rare cutaneous neoplasm in a challenging ana-
tomical site and for emphasizing the importance of accurate
diagnosis and appropriate surgical management. Case reports
addressing uncommon tumors of the scalp are particularly
valuable, as they contribute to clinical awareness and help
prevent misdiagnosis and delayed treatment, which are well
known to increase local recurrence rates and morbidity.

From our experience coordinating a dedicated skin cancer
outpatient clinic at Fundac¢do Lusiada, in the municipality of
Santos, state of Sdo Paulo, Brazil, this case also highlights
broader issues related to scalp oncology that deserve atten-
tion. Despite being a site of cumulative ultraviolet exposure,
the scalp is often insufficiently examined during routine
dermatological consultations. Active surveillance of the scalp
in the search for neoplastic lesions is less consistent when
compared to other photoexposed areas such as the face, neck,
and upper limbs. This reduced vigilance may contribute to
delayed diagnoses, particularly when lesions are partially
concealed by residual hair or misinterpreted as benign con-
ditions. Importantly, the identification of rare tumors such as
dermatofibrosarcoma protuberans should serve as a clinical
alert to the wide spectrum of malignant neoplasms that may
arise in this anatomical region, including basal-cell carcino-
ma, cutaneous squamous-cell carcinoma, and melanoma.”™*
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In addition to limited surveillance, photoprotection of the
scalp remains underemphasized in the daily practice. Pre-
ventive counseling frequently prioritizes facial and cervical
photoprotection, while specific guidance regarding scalp
protection is often overlooked. This issue is particularly
relevant in patients with androgenetic alopecia or advanced
hair thinning, who are exposed to chronic ultraviolet radia-
tion over many years. Evidence?3 suggests that hair plays a
protective role against ultraviolet-radiation damage, as a
physical barrier and through local immunological mecha-
nisms, and its absence is associated with an increased risk of
scalp carcinogenesis.

Moreover, several studies®> have demonstrated that
scalp neoplasms, particularly melanomas and squamous-
cell carcinomas, tend to present with greater tumor thick-
ness, more aggressive biological behavior, and worse prog-
nostic outcomes compared with thoe of similar tumors
located elsewhere on the body. Therefore, the case report
in question reinforces the importance of incorporating rou-
tine scalp examination, targeted photoprotection counsel-
ing, and to promote increased awareness of skin cancer risk
in patients with alopecia into the standard dermatological
and surgical practices, while also making a meaningful
contribution to the literature on an often-neglected anatom-
ical site.
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